MAZZINI---------------------------------------------------------------------

has Been achieved for Europe and for mankind through the application
of' hlood and iron ' principles.

The failure of the popular revolutions of the mid-century and the
consequential eclipse of the era of liberal nationalism did not succeed
in weakening the revolutionary idealism implicit in the teachings of
Mazzini. By subordinating true national aspirations to diplomatic
ends, Europe did not get rid of the spectre of social revolution from her
horizon; nor did the nation-states achieve complete national unity.

But the republican principle was not forgotten during the struggle
for the unity and independence of Italy and their exponents had a
much larger following among the people than Cavour. Ten years after
Mazzini's death, the impressive scene in Genoa at the unveiling of his
statue proved that his countrymen had not forgotten his ideals. As a
recent author writes : * It must never be forgotten that the unity of
Italy was achieved by methods and in the name of principles which
were execrated by the great Italian heroes Mazzini and Garibaldi.
Not only does Italian history of the last half-century ring with their
complaints, but they are implicit in the Italian politics of to-day, which
could not be seriously studied without some understanding of them.' x

In one of his letters to his mother Mazzini wrote in 1849 : * Within
the next hundred years men will be born to our ideas.' He died as the
defeated apostle of republican unity, but warned his countrymen that
the unification of Italy under the Savoy monarchy would leave her
exposed to disruptive forces and the Monarchial State would stand in
the way of her development for the fulfilment of Italy's mission in
Europe.

VII

Mazzini's political Testament is given in abundance in his writings.
For over forty years he worked on. behalf of Italian political unifica-
tion and believed that the future of Italy lay in the creation of a re-
public. Referring to the European situation after the fall of Roman
Republic in 1849, he wrote : ' The state of Europe has been palpably,
visibly transformed within these last two years. Before, the question
was between Depotism and Limited Monarchy; now it is in fact be-
tween Royalty and Republicanism. From whatever quarter it may
come, the first revolutionary cry will be republican. If the Italian
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